
The Isopren new compound:
Research goes on
One of Isopren’s distinguishing strengths is its in-house Laboratory, fully equipped to 
carry out research on elastomers. Paired with the Company’s expertise, it allows us to 
accept and win cutting-edge technological challenges in designing rubber products.
The continuous increase of speed and load requirements of today’s ropeways calls 
for increasingly performing solutions.
When creating the IS1101 and FMI982 (non-conducting) compounds, we enhanced 
the resilience of the material, reducing hardness and keeping the elastic modulus 
unaltered;  the result is a low-hysteresis elastomer that generates extremely low heat 
under mechanical work. The lower hardness allows a greater resistance to abrasion and 
dramatically decreases vibrations, which translates into higher comfort. A high elastic 
modulus guarantees a very limited deformation even in case of heavy loads.

The high-performance mechanical and physical parameters of our new compounds were 
first tested in our Laboratory: we developed and successfully conducted extended tests, 
using an equipment able to simulate extreme working conditions. 
We have been able to confirm the effectiveness of the new liners on the field, thanks to 
the close collaboration with experienced ropeway supervisors, who appreciated the high 
performances of our new products in the most strategic and demanding sections of their 
plants. 
The positive feedbacks that we received and are receiving from multiple clients allow 
us to confirm the top-class characteristics of our new compounds in any application.
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The passion of working 
in a rubber ring

ISOPREN

Meeting with Sergio Donadeo, Sales Director of the company sited in Cusano Milanino (Milan), that will 
be present at Interalpin Innsbruck this year for the first time. A new compound, particularly performing 
for the production of the rings interacting between rope and pulley in the lifts, will be presented to the 
international mountain world together with a history of sixty years old constantly inspired to innovation 
research and direct, constant, customized relationship with customers.

This year for the first time this 
year Isopren sited in Cusano 
Milanino (Milan) will be present 
as exhibitor at Interalpin 
Innsbruck April 15-17. It’s a news 
since in its sixty-year history 
the Lombard company with 
specialization in technical rubber 
products never considered 
necessary to be known in a 
professional exhibition outside 
Italy, where otherwise attended 
many editions of Alpitec in 
Bolzano. Therefore asking why 
the decision to exhibit in the 
largest international trade fair for 
mountain production activities 
can be the key to open the 
speech with Sergio Donadeo, 
almost 60 years old, member 
of Board of Directors and Sales 
Director of the company founded 
in 1954 by Giancarlo Bergamini 
and Carlo Rossi in a small shed 
in the Milan hinterland: “We’ll go 
to Interalpin because we want 
to open up to a much broader 
international audience and 
customers than the ones we 
have cultivated to date. Among 
other things we have developed 
and we want to promote a 
new rubber compound which 
confirmed the capability to 
superior and more advanced 
performances, particularly 
suitable to be applied on lifts 
revealing characteristics of 
criticality. You see, generally 

during its operation every ski lift 
shows the presence of a critical 
point more solicited than others. 
When providing spare parts to 
our customers we want to give 
them the product that fits not 
only in standard situations but 
that works and resists especially 
in the most critical”. Of course 
PhD. Donadeo, graduated 
in Economics at Bocconi 
University, is speaking of the 
rubber rings of diameter ranging 
from 240 to 550 mm that on 
any type of ropeway constitute 
the determinant “bearing” 
between rope and pulley to 
prevent the friction between two 
metal elements and facilitate 
the sliding. “They have a bit 
the function of the tire for car,” 
Donadeo says to exemplify, as 
a good communicator able to 
translate complex concepts 
with simplicity. The production 
of these rubber rings, “along 
with rubber strips and blocks 
to put on large downstream and 
upstream pulleys of the lift,” 
is the heart of the productive 
commitment that Isopren 
addressed to white mountain. 
Every year tens of thousands 
of pieces are produced 
constituting 10-15% of the 
production of the company 
that relies on the contribution 
of about 40 employees. The 
rest of the production, technical 

rubber items and state-of-art 
elastomeric compoundings 
based on proprietary 
technology, regards to the 50% 
the line of pumps components 
and pumping pistons, and 
then the sectors of the fluids 
transportation (in this field it’s 
tight the relationship with the 
Italian Navy) and the field of so-
called “exasperated products”. 
The relationship of Isopren 
with the white mountain is old 
(“I’ve been in the company for 
34 years and I remember very 
well that already at that time 
they produced rubber liners 
for the lifts, blossomed in our 
Country after II World War”), 
obviously suggested by natural 
opportunity for marketing but 
also facilitated by the passion 
circulating among the members 
of the family holding a company 
blowing out the sixty candles 
of their history with the pride to 
continue a productive tradition 
of excellence. Mario Bergamini, 
56 years old, President and 
Technical and Industrial Director 
of Isopren, son of the founder 
Giancarlo Bergamini, even was 
agonist skier in his youth; his 
cousin Marcella Bergamini, 
Pierfederico’s daughter, calls 
herself “a very good skier.” 
Sergio Donadeo, Laura’s 
husband, daughter of the other 
founder Carlo Rossi, describes 

himself as a “contemplative 
sportman”, skier who stops to 
watch the view, diver who lingers 
photographing fish, amateur 
sailor never in competition. His 
two children are good skiers; 
Nicola, 28 years, already 
graduated at Bocconi University 
like his father, and Chiara, 21 
years old, currently engaged in 
economic studies. They are also 
nature and mountain amateurs 
though not agonists. And the 
word “passion” is central in many 
ways in the speeches of the 
Sales Director of Isopren formed 
on numbers and accounting 
figures but in the time “in the 
field” he matured  considerable 
technical skills “determining 
factor in the relations with 
customers, especially with 
the firm directors  who are our 
privileged interlocutors, people 
passionate about their work, 
who know every bolt plant and 
know to face any problem, good 
sailors who always carry their 
boat in the harbor”.
You need passion “to do your 
job well, to have the close 
and direct relationships with 
customers that often allow 
us to customize our works in 
respect to particular needs 
that make us flexible and fast 
in our supplies. The presence 
in the field, seeing with your 
own eyes, listening with your 

own ears the necessities is the 
absolutely best way to evaluate 
the most appropriate solutions 
to problems and apply them”. 
You need passion to “make a  
simulation facility on your design  
with  a unique equipment in the 
world which defines the stress 
limits and tensile strengths of our 
rubber products in laboratory. 
Making tests we choose among 
our customers the service chiefs 
we believe with more extensive 

competence, 
since we know 
that at the end the 
field test, the application on 
the installation will give the final 
response on the quality of the 
product. In fact not necessarily 
laboratory tests can detect 
all variables in the working 
conditions”. It takes passion 
to work and try to improve. It 
takes passion to doubt and 
keep experimenting. It takes 

p a s s i o n 
to produce 

a rubber ring, 
a small artefact where 

pulsing the great heart of the 
best Italian enterprises, based 
on households, ready to appear 
on the world.  As this year 
Isopren from Cusano Milanino, 
sixty years of passionate life, 
does at Interalpin.
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